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Saturday, January 18. 1906. 


Have gore through a great many 

Branches of the popular Object ions 

tais'd in Scotland againſt the Union — 
I wiſh, I could diſtinguiſn betwixc thoſe, 
that Men raiſe only to oppoſe the thing in 
general, ant preveat the uniting the Na- 
tions on any Terms whatever, and thoſe 
which arg really offer'd from honeſt Scruple 
at the Particulars. 

However, whether 1 can diſtinguiſh them 
ia their Arguments or no, I (ball diſtin- 
guiſh them as well as I caa in the following 
Diſcourſe; in which I ſhall have all due Re- 
gard to Reaſoning and fair Argument, but 
not ſo much to Cavil and frivolous Oppo- 
btian. 

L little thought ic bad been poſſible for 
any Scott Man, at leaft ſach as under ſtand 
the Affairs there, could ſay, that Scoriand 


does not gain by Exglend by Trade, much 
leſs that they do, or can trade abroad with 
equal Ad vantages to other Nations. 

I could not imagine, that any Man would 
offer, that it is their Advantage to trade with 
France, whence they bring. back nothing, 
but what drains them of Money, and ſend 
little cbicher, but whac they ought to keep 
at home. 

Leſs was it to be expected, that Men 
ſhould publiſh in Print, that their Trade 
will be cuin'd by an Union with 3 

Wherefore, to all theſe Heads, 1 ſay 
ſomething as plain and as conciſe as I can, 
if poſhble, to remove the Prejudices, which 
are form'd in the Heads of the igaorant, as 
if on purpoſe to ſet them in the Light of 
their future Advantages. 
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vut before J come to this, I muſt ſay a 
Word or two to a mighty Champion, that 
has undertaken from my own Writing in 
another Cale, to overthrow the very Foun- 
dation of the pretent Treaty, and ſetting 
D. F. againft. D. F. demvattrates, as he 
thinks, that the Parliament of Scotland has 
no Power to enter upon this Treaty, nor go 
on with it without the Conſent of their 
Conftituents that chooſe them. 

And todo this, he quores a long Part of 
a Book, wrote ſome time ſince, Entitled, 
The original Right of the ColleFive Body of 
the People of England vindicated and aſ- 
ſerted, Cc. In this Book 1 lay down four 
Maxims of Government, which this Gentle- 
man quotes at large. 

Now, tis ſo ſtrange a thing, notwith- 
ſtanding this, that theſe Gentlemen ſhould 
bring this Quotation to prove the Want of 
Power in the preſent Parliament of Scotland 
to enter upon the Union, that I muſt own, 
] never ſaw any thing fetch'd ſo remote in 
Argument in my Life. 

It any Man therefore pleaſe but to ex- 
amine two things, he will ſee thto' all this 
Cloud of Cavil, and ſoon diſtinguiſh the 
Caſe. 

All that this long Quotation amounts to, 
is ſum'd up in this, That all Government 
being inſtituted for the publick Good, all 
the Parts of Government ceaſing to act for 
the publick Good, ceaſe from the ſame pub- 
lick Capacity, in which they were confti- 
tuted, their Autbority being de ſtroy d. 

This oily then leads us to examine, whe- 
ther the pteſent Parliament of Scotland are 
acting for the publick Good or no, and [ 
ſhall be very glad to join Iſſue with any 
Body on that Head. 

The other Caſe quoted, refers to the 
Parliaments malivg Laws againſt Reajon, 
Nature, or the Divine Law; and had the 
Autbor hert quoted me fairly, he would 
have gone Gr, and ſhew'd au Ivftance ! 
gave to explain the reſt. (Viz-) 

if ile Peaple if England find their Repre- 
ſentattwes gaivg abous to berray the Religion 
41d Libernes of tbæir Country, what the ſaid 


People by the Law of Reaſon, Nature aud 
Religion ought to do? And to illuftrate 
this, I gave Inſtances of our Engliſo Parlia- 
ment alternately Re- eſtabliſning to day Po- 
pery, to morrow the Proteſtant Religion; 
to day one King, to morrow another; to 
day declaring pee Mary Legitimate, and 
Queen El:7.betba Baſtardʒ:o morrow Queen 
Eliz4veth Legitimate, and Queen Aary a 
Baſtard; and from hence I argued to the 
Subverion of Juſtice and Corruptioa of the 
Laws in theſe Caſes; 1 think, all I have ad- 
vanced there very juſt and plain, and 1 
never yet heard it objzeted againft. 

But with Submiſhcn to this Gentleman's 
Underftanding, all. this proves nothing in 
the Caſe before us; unleſs it be alſo made 
appear, that the Parliament of Scotland is 
ating ſometh ing againft the Laws of GOD, 
Nature or Reaſon, ſubrerting the Laws, 
corrupting Juſtice, oppreiſing the People, 
whom they ſhould protect, and betraying 
the Truft repoſed in them by theic Coun- 
try ; and thus we are juſt where we were 
before, 

Indeed the Drift of my Author appear- 
ing plainly at lat to declare it ſelf for a 
League with Frence, and conſequently a re- 
ſtoring ſome body, who, e Nations, 1 
believe, bad better be without, it requires 
no farther Reply than this, and theretoce I 1 
leave it, 7 

I frankly own the Poſitions, this Perfon 
quotes, (/3.) Of the People colleflively 
confider'd, having a Right to oppoſe any 
Conſt ituted Body of Government, pervert- 
ng and corrupting Juſtice, and a general 
entlwing the People. 

Much, I know, has been talk'd of to 
prove their things, but with ſo little Rea» 
ſon, and on ſuch weak Foundations, that [ 
think, 1 ne:4 ſoy no more to it, till Mr. 
Hs, or ſome body for him, refutes the 
Scheme of te Nuiloral Right of Parliaments 
ofſerrel in ſome late Revien's Wherein 
I have tothe heft my judgment deſerib'd 
it, and ſhall bz willing t. tecaot it, when 1 
find it not ceniiſient with Juflice and Rea- 
ſor. | 


MIS 


6 rr 


( 655 ) 


MisckxLLANE A. 


N my laſt, 1 began the fatal Dizlogue 
between a cuaning ly Facobite, and a 
well meaning but ignorant Pregbyterian in 
Scotland , in purlving which Diſcourſe, 
perhaps the whole Myftery of loiquity in 
that Part of the World may be laid open, 
and the Ridd le, of what we call in England 
the Kirk oppoſing the T nion, be expouuded. 
The Facobite was perſwad ing the Fresby- 
ter ian, that he and bis Party would join 
with them in oppoting the Union upon 
meer Principles of Charity and Kindneſs ; 
has been vreſfſing him to make all the Cla- 
mour againft che Union poſſible, and to fill 
the Heads of the poor People with Fears 
and Terrors, about the S:curity of their 
Church, the reigning theic Liderties, their 
Soveraigrty and Ind-pendency and che 
r Man is drawn in at ficſt a great way, 
as you will ſee in the farcher Purſuit of the 
Dialogue, but comes off well at laſt. 

Pref. Well, but why ſhould we addreſs 
againſt the Uinon in general; I think, we 
hid better addceſs tor ſome better Terms, 
that we may not part with our Crown, our 
Soveraignty and Indep=ndency; that we 
may keep our Parliament aod Church. Go- 
vernmenc, not be liable to the Vote of the 
Biſhops in England ? 

Fac, Well, I am content, only 1 muſt cell 
you, that to addreſs for all that, is to ad- 
dreſs azainft the Union; and ſo we are both 
upon the ſam- Foot, for if you obtain that, 
th- Engliſh will talk no more uf the Union. 

Preſ. Well, houever that is more than 
we know, I am tor demanding nothing, but 
what is to my Purpoſe ;, it they will grant 
theſe things, I am content; it they won't, 
che not unit iag is none of my Fault. 

Jae. But you ſee, they reject all your Ad- 
drefſes from petty Parts ot the Country, 
wha: will you do? you muſt addreſs in a 
Bo iv, that is conſiderabl-, or elſe you do 
nothing; it you that are a confiderable 
Number appear to your Addreſſes, you will 
be heard. 


Preſ. But we do not thick we oaght to 
take Arnis for being deny'd our Addreſſes ; 
we ſhall arit addrels, aud they will refuir 
it. or not mund it, what mutt we do then: 

Fc, Why then, you muſt follow it with 
about 1 5 or :0 thouſand Men, aud they will 
all tly before you, and fo you will caiſe the 
Parliament, and diſappoint their wicked 
Pur pole. 

Prej. Well, now you come to the He- 
thod, let us (ce, how it can be brought to 
paſs, for } do not love to tun upon Impuſh- 
biliities When we have caken Arms, 
and aflaulted the Parliament—Wha: then ? 
What mutt we do with the Government ? 
The QUEEN will without doubt take the 
Governmeat of Scotland iato her Protettion, 
as QUEEN of Scotland; All Her Majefy's 
Allies will aſſiſt her, England, Holland, How 
_— all will be upon us, what muſt we 

o 

Fac. You talk faint-beartedly == 
Why, if you want ner, vou — your 
old Ally the French; it was never good with 
Scotland, fince we broke off that Alliance, 
and we can have what Terms we pleaſe 
there, both as to Trade, Men, Money, any 
thingz and you ſee, Frence has Rood the 
whole Force of Eurge for almoſt 20 Years, 
and till within theſe 3 Years bas gain d of 
them all comms 

Preſ. Ay, and has loſt all on a ſudden ? 

Fac. Nay, reckoa all his Loſſes, he has 
not yet loft what he had gaia'd before 3 all 
your mighty Conqueſts have not yet given 
you an Inch of Ground to ſet your Foot on 
within his own Conntry yet, and when in 
Conjuattion with Scorland* he will ſoon re- 
cover. 

- _ Pray, Sir, what Religion are you 

Fac, Why do you ask me that, you baow 
t am a Proteftanc ? 

Preſ. Huw can you be a Proteſtant, and 
pnih oa the latereſt of French Popety; I am 
lorry, I have hearkned ſo fat to you, I ab- 
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